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HONORING BROOKE WARD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Brooke Ward of 
Saint Joseph, Missouri. Brooke is active in the 
community and in her school and has been 
chosen to receive the YWCA Women of Ex-
cellence Future Leader Award. 

Brooke Ward is a perfect example of lead-
ing through example. She graduated second 
in her class at Lafayette High School, while 
excelling in both AP and Honors level classes. 
She received letters in both volleyball and 
basketball, mentored other students, volun-
teered throughout the community and has ad-
vocated for Drug and Alcohol Free living. 
Brooke’s writing skills allowed her to be one of 
two nationally selected students to participate 
in a study of Mao’s Long March through East-
ern China. 

Brooke has also been active through roles 
in student government and she served as the 
Senate Minority Floor Leader at Girls State. I 
had the privilege of having Brooke work in my 
Saint Joseph office as an intern. As a high 
school student, she set an incredibly high 
standard for the interns that followed her to try 
and live up to. To say that Brooke is an im-
pressive young woman with a bright and suc-
cessful future in front of her is a complete un-
derstatement. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Brooke Ward. She is an amazing 
individual and a tremendous asset to the Saint 
Joseph community. I am honored to represent 
her in the United States Congress. 
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FEDERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM 
AND RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF 
2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 18, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1947) to provide 
for the reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the Department 
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. PETERSON. Madam Chair, I join you in 
pledging to work with the former Member of 
our Committee from Georgia. As he indicated, 
we were pleased to work with him and other 
Members during the 2008 Farm Bill to open 
up both the McIntire-Stennis program and 
Section 3(d) for full participation from the 1890 
Institutions. 

I look forward to working with the 1890 col-
leges and universities and USDA on address-
ing the concerns that they have raised with 
the Committee. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUSH HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, during 
debate of the rule (H. Res. 271) and during 
consideration of amendments to H.R. 1947, 
Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Manage-
ment Act and of 2013, I was not able to be 
present for Recorded Votes. Had I been 
present during the vote series, I would have 
voted as follows: 

‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 254, On Ordering the 
Previous Question; 

‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 254, On Agreeing to 
the Resolution to provide for consideration 
of H.R. 1947; 

‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 255, On Approving the 
Journal; 

‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 256, On Amendment 
No. 1 offered by Mr. McGovern of Massachu-
setts to restore the $20.5 billion in SNAP by 
offsetting the Farm Risk Management Elec-
tion Program and the Supplemental Cov-
erage Option; 

‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 257, On Amendment 
No. 3 offered by Ms. Foxx of North Carolina 
to cap spending on the Farm Risk Manage-
ment Election program at 110% of CBO-pre-
dicted levels for the first five years in which 
payments are distributed; 

‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 258, On Amendment 
No. 5 offered by Mr. Broun of Georgia to re-
peal permanent law from the Agriculture 
Act of 1949 that pertains to dairy support and 
to prevent the currently suspended law from 
becoming reactivated should Congress not 
reauthorize programs under the Department 
of Agriculture; 

‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 259, On Amendment 
No. 8 offered by Mr. Blumenauer of Oregon to 
require that twenty percent of the acreage 
enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram be set aside for the Conservation Re-
serve Enhancement Program and the Contin-
uous Conservation Reserve Program, which 
allows states to target high priority and en-
vironmentally sensitive land and to contin-
ually re-enroll that land in CRP; 

‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 260, On Amendment 
No. 9 by Mr. Blumenauer of Oregon to reform 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram (EQIP) to increase access for farmers 
and to eliminate payments to projects that 
do not show strong conservation benefits; 

‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 261, On Amendment 
No. 14 by Ms. Kaptur of Ohio to improve fed-
eral coordination in addressing the docu-
mented decline of managed and native polli-
nators and to promote the long-term viabil-
ity of honey bees, wild bees, and other bene-
ficial insects in agriculture; 

‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 262, On Amendment 
No. 15 offered by Mr. Royce of California to 
reform U.S. international food aid to allow 
for not more than 45 percent of authorized 
funds to be used for assistance other than 
U.S. agricultural commodities, yielding $215 
million in annual efficiency savings, ena-
bling the U.S. to reach an additional 4 mil-
lion disaster victims. Curtails the practice of 
‘‘monetization’’ which, according to the 
GAO, is inefficient and led to a loss of $219 
million over three years. Reductions in man-
datory spending result in $150 million in def-
icit reduction over the life of the bill; 

‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 263, On Amendment 
No. 16 offered by Mr. Chabot of Ohio to re-
peal section 3102, which reauthorizes the 
Market Access Program (MAP) until 2018. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 20, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
June 19, 2013, on rollcall vote #260, Blu-
menauer amendment 8, I voted ‘‘yea.’’ I in-
tended to vote ‘‘nay’’ on the amendment. 
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FEDERAL AGRICULTURE REFORM 
AND RISK MANAGEMENT ACT OF 
2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 18, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1947) to provide 
for the reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the Department 
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Chair, I 
want to thank Chairman LUCAS and Ranking 
Member PETERSON for their work on this bill. 
There are some good ideas in here, and we 
should act on them. But I have some serious 
concerns with the bill. On balance, I’m afraid 
the bad parts outweigh the good. And so I 
must vote against it. 

Here’s what this bill gets right: In some 
areas, it cuts wasteful spending. It eliminates 
direct payments. It adjusts the food-stamp pro-
gram. And it consolidates duplicative pro-
grams. I want to commend the chairmen and 
the members of the Agriculture Committee for 
proposing these reforms. My concern is they 
don’t go far enough. 

And in other areas, this bill increases 
spending. For instance, it creates new farm- 
support programs, such as the Price Loss 
Coverage and the Revenue Loss Coverage 
programs. Overall, the bill’s changes to farm- 
support programs are supposed to save 
money for taxpayers, but under certain eco-
nomic conditions, they could actually cost 
more. And there’s another problem: This bill 
expands crop insurance at a time of record 
debt for our nation—and record profits for the 
agriculture sector. 

Now, we should have a safety net for our 
farmers. We should help the little guy—the 
family farm that’s in need. We shouldn’t bank-
roll the big guys. But that’s what this bill does. 
It loosens eligibility standards for crop sub-
sidies—and increases the number of people 
who can apply. In fact, they may not even be 
farmers. Under this bill, someone could make 
up to $950,000 a year in a nonrelated indus-
try—and still receive subsidies. Over 6,000 
people who are losing money on the farm— 
but who are making plenty of money else-
where—would become eligible. 

Finally, I have concerns with the food-stamp 
program. The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program has grown at an annualized 
rate of 12.5 percent over the past ten years. 
It will cost about $80 billion just this year. And 
though the program’s costs will fall over the 
next ten years, they will remain at elevated 
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